FST Partners Workshop - NRLL

Concept Note for FST workshop for partners working on thematic area of 

Natural Resources and linked livelihoods 

Background:
FST operates across 7 states of the region to provide small grants and modest fellowships to local NGOs and individuals, supporting their work across a range of thematic areas that include - gender and social justice, youth development, natural resources and linked livelihoods & regional art and culture. FST also endeavours to build capacities of its partners and facilitate forging of wider networks and alliances to extend and sustain their initiatives.

In the 3 years of its operations as an independent entity, FST has supported the work of 51 partners  19 organisations and 32 individuals - whose creativity and innovative work has much potential for social change as they conduct leadership and vocational skill training for the youth, enable access and improve quality of health and education facilities in remote villages, promote good governance, advocate for child rights, enhance child participation, raise awareness on environment protection, preserve and promote traditional knowledge systems and much more.

In keeping with its commitment to build capacities FST has been organizing a series of workshops for its partners on various need based topics, including Organizational Development, Documentation and Communication, Fundraising, Proposal Writing etc. As the tenure of the current FST project draws to a close it is felt that the sign off partner workshops should now be held on thematic areas. The objective of the workshop would be to deepen clarity and understanding on the thematic areas, share and learn from each others’ experiences so far, explore options for sustaining their work and chart the way forward. FST is collaborating with TISS NERC for technical and resource support in conducting these workshops, which could also be opened up for other interested likeminded organisations subject to terms and conditions.

Workshop on Natural Resources and linked livelihoods:

Rationale: 

The NE region is a biodiversity hotspot (6th in the world!) with 52% forest cover , it is home to abundant species – flora and fauna. Despite the pressures of population , monetization of the rural economy and erosion of community control, natural resources still play a critical role in the economic life of people of the region, particularly those living in rural areas. These natural resources include pastures, grazing land, village and unclassed forests, wasteland, watershed drainage, ponds, tanks and streams. Villagers collect fuel- wood, fruits, roots, tubers, gums and resins, honey, fish, weeds, herbs, grasses, bamboo, manure etc from these common resources, which are not only used for domestic consumption but also sold and used in local cottage industries.

Rampant deforestation and exploitation for commercial purposes, depletion of forest cover and habitat has endangered many species and brought some to the brink of extinction. Short sighted and bureaucratic conservation policies have often led to the shrinking of common property resources and reduced access to them adversely affects the economies of local communities. Thus there is need to introspect on appropriate models and strategies that sustain the livelihood requirements of local communities and also protect and preserve the natural resources.
Topics/Issues to be covered:
Biodiversity and natural resources in NE India

Climate change and climate justice – implications 

Natural resources – livelihoods and security, rights and access
Traditional knowledge systems and natural resources

Community conservation programs 

Schemes and programs of the MoEF 
Dates: 3, 4, 5 March 2011
Venue: Dimapur, Nagaland  
No of participants: 15 - 20

FST’s initiatives under Natural resources and linked livelihoods thematic area:

Under this thematic area FST has extended support to the following organisations and individuals by way of small grants and fellowship ::
1. Samrakshan Charitable Trust, Meghalaya, to build a people’s movement against illegal coal mining in Meghalaya. 
2. Care Centre for Environment and Rural Poor (C-CERP) to raise awareness about the environment and conservation issues amongst communities in and around Intangki Wildlife Sanctuary

3. Mushroom Development Foundation - to train clusters of small farmers in mushroom cultivation and marketing in Naharlagun (AP), Tura (Meghalaya), Makum ( Assam).

4. Lalthanzami - to establish a piggery farm for women survivors of VAW in Aizawl (Mizoram)

5. Prosper Marak - to raise environmental awareness and education among communities in Baghmara, South Garo Hills, Meghalaya

6. Robes Nongbri - Community education on medicinal plants and traditional medicines in Umtyrnuit, EK Hills, Meghalaya

7. Jayanta Sarma – for documentation of best practices in NRM among Patkai Hill tribes in Assam

8. Kunti Bora – to spread the knowledge of herbal and organic practices and cultivation among women’s groups in 4 districts of Assam, as a health and livelihood measure

9. Binu Das and Kabita Rabha – for preserving and promoting the traditional practice of making ‘Khar’ ( an indigenous alkali and salt substitute) from locally available materials, for culinary and medicinal purposes in Goalpara and Barpeta districts of Assam

10. Padi Joy for training of women’s groups on community tourism in Ziro, Arunachal Pradesh
11. Samuel Lallawmzoul - raising awareness on Climate Change and Climate Justice in Churachandpur area
12. Sonal Jain – public installation of ‘soundscapes’ from sacred groves of Meghalaya in Shillong, and introspection on vanishing public spaces and traditional practices
Additionally, some of FST’s other partners and associates are also interested and concerned with natural resource management and could be invited to the workshop
· Rural Womens’ Upliftment Society (RWUS), Manipur - working with farmers’ clubs in Churachandpur area

· NEN Chizami - working with young people ( children and adolescents) to sensitize and orient them towards the natural resources and environment around them

· Peter Rangnamei - working with communities in Senapati on various social issues including livelihoods and food security

· Weaker Sections Development Society  WSDS - working with communities in Chandel district, Manipur on biodiversity, food security etc.

· Prince Thangkhiew – working with communities on various issues including natural resources in East Khasi Hills of Meghalaya

· Mhhonlumo Kikon, Dice Foundation – working on various rights based issues including raising awareness, Kohima

· Asenla Jamir -  FST Fellow working on RTI/ PDS etc among rural communities

